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Cypress Police Chief Honored by the
Golden West College Foundation

On October 28, 2009 Cypress Police Chief Mark Yokoyama was honored by the Golden
West College Foundation with the 2009 Alumni Pillar of Achievement award, along with
three other community members and alumni. This award was initiated by the Golden
West College Foundation on its 25" anniversary in 1991 to honor past alumni who have
achieved notable recognition in their field of endeavor. The award ceremony was held
in the college Courtyard of Honor that will also display the likeness of Chief Yokoyama.
In attendance were college President Wes Bryan, members of the Board of Trustees,
and other elected officials and staff members from Golden West College Criminal
Justice Training Center.

Chief Yokoyama was nominated for this award by Golden West College Dean and
Director of the Criminal Justice Training Center Ronald Lowenberg recognizing Chief
Yokoyama'’s long time commitment and expertise in Community Policing that has built
relationships and professionalism in the industry.

Chief Yokoyama, born and raised in the City of Los Angeles, has been in the police
service profession since 1986 when he attended the Police Academy at Golden West
College graduating as the Honor Recruit. After a short stint as a Reserve Officer with
the Tustin and Laguna Beach Police Departments, he worked for the La Palma Police
Department for twelve years progressing through the ranks working various field and
administrative assignments. In 1999, Chief Yokoyama joined the Newark Police
Department in the San Francisco Bay area as a Police Lieutenant and was promoted to
Police Captain in 2002. Having served as both the Operations and Services Division
Commander for the Newark Police Department, he has been credited with
implementation of Community Oriented Policing, building and repairing community
relations, developing police technology, and personnel development.



In 2003, Yokoyama returned to Southern California joining the Cypress Police
Department as a Police Captain and was promoted to Chief of Police in 2008. During
his tenure, Chief Yokoyama has continued his interest in developing police community
relationships, has instituted technology initiatives, and has furthered the implementation
of contemporary policing philosophies and other crime fighting strategies.

Chief Yokoyama holds an Associate of Arts degree from Golden West College in Police
Administration, a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Administration from the University of
La Verne, and a Masters of Arts degree in Behavioral Science from Cal State
Dominguez Hills. He currently is attending the University of Southern California working
towards a second Masters Degree in Executive Leadership. He is also a graduate of
the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia, L.A.P.D. West Point Leadership
program, P.O.S.T. Command College, P.O.S.T. Supervisory Leadership Institute, and
the University of Southern California Delinquency Control Institute. Chief Yokoyama
has been a community college and police academy instructor and advisor since 1990
training over 10,000 police recruits, students and professionals across the state and is
currently an adjunct faculty member at Golden West College and Fullerton College.

We salute Chief Yokoyama with this very prestigious 2009 Alumni Pillar of
Achievement award.
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Media inquires should be directed to Sergeant Tom Bruce at (714) 229-6619 or via email at
tbruce@ci.cypress.ca.us. Press releases are distributed via a mass notification email list as
well as being posted on our web site. Postings to the web site are sometimes delayed due to
weekend or after hour releases. If not already on the email roster, you can register to
receive the press releases by going to
http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/police/press_releases/press_releases.html. It is the goal of the
Cypress Police Department to provide prompt and accurate information to the public via the
multitude of media outlets.




