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WHY DO POLICE STOP PEOPLE?

There are many different reasons why you
might be stopped by the police.
Whatever the reason, the officer
needs your cooperation.

® You may have committed
a traffic violation.
® You may fit the description

of a suspect. When StOppEd
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If your documents are out of reach, tell
the officer where they are before you
reach for them.

If the stop occurs during darkness, turn
on your dome or interior light so the
officer can easily see thatall is in order.

If there are passengers in your vehicle,
encourage them to remain quiet and
cooperate with instructions. You, as the
operator, are responsible for your vehicle
and its occupants.

The officer may issue you a ticket. If you
feel the reasonis vague or unclear, ask the
officer for details.

Avoid becoming argumentative. Arguing
will not change the officer's mind. If you
contest the violation, you will have an
opportunity to address the matter in
court.

Be honest with the officer. If you really
did not see the stop sign, or were
unaware of the speed limit, let the officer
know. Being honest about any situation
never hurts.

Many departments use one-officer patrol
cars. It would be normal to see two or
three marked units on a routine traffic
stop.

Finally, if you receive a ticket, accept it
calmly. Acceptingitis notanadmission of
guilt, just your promise to appear.




